DID    DEMOCRACY   FAIL   IN   SPAIN?

of Gil Robles, after the 1934 revolt, had crushed and persecuted
the Spanish proletariat in an attempt to eliminate them from the
political life of the country. Nevertheless the Popular Front was
victorious. Democracy triumphed over the combined elements of
corruption and force.

It was when democracy took up the reins of government after
its victory that it failed in Spain. This wa3 certainly not because
of its programme. Nothing in the Popular Front programme on
which the Azana Cabinet rose to power after the elections could
have justified the revolt of the Right. It was in many respects more
moderate than the New Deal. Democracy failed in that period
(February-July 1936) because of the extreme and naive confidence
of the members of the Government. Senor Azana still lived in the
memory of that easy morning of August 1932 when, standing on
the balcony of the War Office and calmly smoking a cigarette* he
superintended the arrest of the Sanjurjo conspirators. That
cigarette of Senor Azana's was to prove fatal to the future of the
Republic.

No, the failure lay in not realizing that the reactionary forces
defeated at the elections would have recourse to violence against
the Republican regime if they were not forced to behave. Right
from the very day of the elections, the reactionaries could thinfc
and talk of nothing but a coup d'etat. Spanish Fascists made no
attempt to disguise their determination to break up the regime
which had allowed the control of the nation to be wrested from
their grasp. At meetings, in the press, in Parliament, their
language became more and more aggressive. Whereas Republican
newspapers had been suppressed every other day during the
previous two years, the Fascist press was now allowed to preach
open rebellion. The army generals conspired freely. Instead of
discharging or arresting them, the Government merely sent them
to distant posts where, free from official control, they could plot
behind the scenes without fear of disturbance.

The Republic had learnt nothing during the five years in
which its existence was at the mercy of its enemies. In 1932 it
covered itself with eternal glory (in its own estimation) by saving
General Sanjurjo from the firing squad after he had been
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